
27 Ma! 2003 

Ms. Marlcnc H. Doncli 
Secrerap. Federal Communications Commission 
11j 12th Strccl. S.W.. Washinglon, D C 2 O S S l  

Rc 

On May 21)"'. 2003 Michael Tecklenberg representing the Alexander Graham Bell Association for the Deaf 
and Hard of Hearing (AGBell) and Brenda Battat representing SelfHelp for Hard of Hearing People 
(SHHH) met with Federal Communicalions Commission rcpresentalives to discuss cochlear implants and 
coinpatibilit? \ v i L h  digital wireless telephones. Commission slafTaltcnding were: Greg Cuice. Mindy 
Lillell. Patrick ForsLcr. and Joscpli Lcvin froin llie Wirclcss Telecommunications Bureau. and Julius Knapp 
and David Mcans. from OET 

licnis discusscd wcrc as  follows: 

- Wilh changes in candidacy cipanded LO include younger children and peoplc wilh more residual hearing, 
both AGBell and SHHH scc morc oflheir mcinbers getting cochlear implants To dale 25,000 people in Ihc 
U S. Iha\c implanls and th;il nuinber is increasing by 20% per year. 

- Will1 Fcderal and state infanl hearing screening legislation more babies with hearing loss are idenllfied aL 
binh and iniplanls are one oplion Ihal parcnls may choose for their child 

- There are three companies l l i a l  inanufacturc Iiiiplanls: Cochlear Lld., Auslralia. Advanccd Bionics, U.S 
and Med El. Austria. Wc encourage the Commission to mcel with a l l  lhrce companies lo discuss issues 
related lo comp:ilibilih with digital nireless leleplioncs 

- 11 i s  our underslaiiding thal Coclilcar Lrd now includes a lelecoil i n  the behind-llic-car model of their 
Nuclcus product. for use wilh lelephones and assistive listening dcviccs. It is quile likely that the other 
coinpanics will follow suit Thereforc telecoil induclivc coupling with digital wireless telcphoncs is  an 
issue for cochlear implants as il is for hcaring aids 

-There is  anecdotal cvidencc that people with cochlear implants do gct interference when using mobile 
lelcphoncs cvcn Ihough implants are shielded from RF inmfcrcncc. 

-Reduclions in  RF interference levels from mobile lelephones are nccdcd for cochlear implants as for 
hearing aids. 
Because llie mend is  for cochlear implants lo be equippcd with telecoils for use with telephone handsels, a 
rcquircmcnl for lclccoil pick-up in  a l l  wirelcss handscls is  needed for both cochlear iinplanl and lieanrig aid 
uscrs 

Wc appreciate 1 1 s  opponunih to coniinent on this important issue. For Iollow-up on this issue, I can be 
rcaclied at 3 0  I-057-2218, 
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Dircclor of Public Po l i p  and Slatc Dcvelopmcnl 

18th International SHHH Convention 

Atlanta - Georgia * Thursday, lune 26 .  Sunday, lune 29,2003 
Register online at www.shhh.org ATLANTA 
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http://www.shhh.org

